
 

A TRADITION OF SERVICE TO THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY 

June 26, 2026 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Circuit Executives 

 District Court Executives 

 Clerks, United States Courts  

From: Jason P. Edwards 

Chief, Court Services Office 

RE: ELECTRONIC PUBLIC ACCESS FEE INCREASE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2027 

(ACTION REQUESTED) 

I am writing to inform you of the Electronic Public Access (EPA) fee increase, 

effective January 1, 2027, authorized by the Executive Committee on behalf of the 

Judicial Conference and based on the recommendation of the Committee on Court 

Administration and Case Management. 

 

The EPA fee schedule was amended to increase the EPA fee from $0.10 to $0.12 

per page for access to court records through PACER for a period of five years to help 

fund the accelerated initiative to modernize and strengthen the security of the judiciary’s 

case management system.  The modernization project is also necessary to improve public 

access to the judiciary’s electronic docketing information.  To lessen the user impact of 

the fee increase, the quarterly threshold for automatic exemption from EPA fees was 

raised from $30 to $40.    

 

A related press release was posted today on the U.S. Courts public website.  The 

delayed effective date for the EPA fee increase allows for adequate time to reprogram the 

PACER billing software, provides users time to plan for the increased cost, and coincides 

with the start of a billing cycle.  As the effective date approaches, you will receive 

information about any action your court will need to take, such as implementing changes 

to tables in your CM/ECF system. 

https://www.uscourts.gov/data-news/judiciary-news/2026/06/26/judiciary-approves-funding-case-management-and-public-access-modernization


Electronic Public Access Fee Increase Page 2 

 

An announcement of the EPA fee increase has also been posted on the PACER 

public website.  Please consider posting a notice on your court website informing the 

public about the fee change with a link to pacer.gov for more information.  

 

If you have any questions about the EPA fee increase, please contact the EPA 

Program at CSO_epa@ao.uscourts.gov.   

 

 

https://www.pacer.uscourts.gov/announcements/2026/06/26/temporary-fee-increase-effective-jan-1-2027
mailto:CSO_epa@ao.uscourts.gov

