
IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA 

In Re: BANKRUPTCY COURT 

OPERATIONS  

ATTRIBUTABLE TO 

COVID-19 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 

2020-10-BPH 

O R D E R

At Butte in said District this 27th day of August 2020. 

FILED 

8/27/2020 

Clerk. U.S. Bankruptcy Court 

District of Montana 

Sutte Division 

This Comt has independently entered a series of General Orders, and jointly with the 

District Comt adopted various Administrative Orders, as a result of COVID-19. Generally, these 

orders have implemented measmes intended to prevent the exposme and spread of COVID-19, 

while maintaining the operations of the Comt and administration of cases. As circumstances 

have changed, so have the directives included in the various orders. To provide finther guidance 

to patties, counsel and witnesses, and clarify procedures, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

1. Hearings and trials ( excluding reaffirmation agreement hearings and pretrial

scheduling conferences) may be conducted in person at the designated comthouse, or remotely. 

Patties, counsel and any witness are permitted to select their prefened method of participation, 

subject to the Comt's review. If a patty, counsel or witness elects to appear at any proceeding 

from a remote location, the method of patticipation may be telephonic or video. However, all 

telephonic and video remote appearances will utilize "Zoom,"1 unless othetwise stated in the 

order setting the heai·ing. 

1 https://zoom.us/ 
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2.  A n y o n e el e cti n g t o a p p e ar r e m ot el y s h all utili z e t h e pr o c e d ur e i d e ntifi e d b y 

M o nt a n a L o c al B a n kr u pt c y R ul e ( “ L B R ”) 5 0 7 4 -1( b).   “ Vi d e o ” f or p ur p os e s of L B R 5 0 7 4 -1( b) 

s h all  m e a n  “ Z o o m. ” 2   T o a p p e ar r e m ot el y, p arti es m ust c o m pl et e t h e  f or m a n d f oll o w t h e 

pr o c e d ur es f or r e m ot e a p p e ar a n c e, w hi c h ar e f o u n d o n t h e C o urt’s w e bsit e at 

htt ps:// w w w. mt b. us c o urts. g o v/r e q u est -r e m ot e-a p p e ar a n c e . 

3.  W h e n c o m pl eti n g t h e R e q u est f or R e m ot e A p p e ar a n c e f or m, i n di c at e at “ L, ” 

“ vi d e o ”, a n d  f urt h er n ot e, “ Z o o m. ”  Si mil arl y, at “ M ” i n t h e bl a n k f or “ Vi d e o Pr o vi d er, ” 

i n di c at e, “ Z o o m. ”  At “ P ” o n t h e f or m, i n cl u d e t h e e m ail a d dr ess es of  all i n di vi d u als t h at n e e d t o 

r e c ei v e t h e Z o o m li n k, i n cl u di n g a n y assi st a nts or p ar al e g als.  F oll o wi n g s u b missi o n of t h e f or m, 

t h e Cl er k’s offi c e will c o nt a ct y o u t o c o n d u ct a n y n e c ess ar y t esti n g t h at m ust b e c o m pl et e d pri or 

t o t h e h e ari n g.  A p art y r e q u esti n g t o a p p e ar b y vi d e o s h all b e r es p o nsi bl e f or e ns uri n g  t h eir 

i nt er n et c o n n e cti o n is st a bl e.   

4.  T o m ai nt ai n t h e d e c or u m of t h e pr o c e e di n gs a n y p art y, c o u ns el or wit n ess 

a p p e ari n g vi a Z o o m s h all:  

a.  Dr ess pr of essi o n all y, as t h e y w o ul d if att e n di n g c o urt ; 
b.  If a p arti ci p a nt c h o os es t o us e a “ b a c k gr o u n d, ” t h e b a c k gr o u n d  s h o ul d r efl e ct  

pr of essi o n ali s m a n d n ot d etr a ct fr o m t h e pr o c e e di n gs ;3  
c.  If a p art y is a p p e ari n g fr o m h o m e, or ot h er s h ar e d s p a c e, t h e ot h er o c c u p a nt s 

of t h e s p a c e s h o ul d b e a d vis e d t h at C o urt is pr o c e e di n g, a n d t h e p art y 
a p p e ari n g r e m ot el y c a n n ot  b e i nt err u pt e d ; 

d.  P arti ci p a nts a p p e ari n g r e m ot el y s h o ul d m ut e t h eir mi cr o p h o n e u ntil t h eir c as e 
is c all e d a n d t h eir p arti ci p ati o n is n e c ess ar y; a n d,  

e.  If f or s o m e r e as o n, a c o n n e cti o n t o a p arti ci p a nt is l ost , t h e C o urt will st o p t h e 
pr o c e e di n gs a n d t h e C o urt’s  I T st aff will e n d e a v or t o fi x t h e pr o bl e m.   

 
2  Hist ori c all y, “ vi d e o ” i n t his di stri ct h as  n ot utili z e d t h e “ Z o o m ” s oft w ar e .  T h e a v ail a bilit y of 
Z o o m  o n virt u all y e v er y s urf a c e, l a pt o p, or ot h er d e vi c e wit h a mi cr o p h o n e a n d  c a m er a  m a k e it 
m or e p ort a bl e a n d a b ett er t e c h n ol o g y f or r e m ot e a p p e ar a n c es t h a n t h e alt er n ati v e hist ori c all y 
us e d.   
 
3  F or e x a m pl e, b e a c h es, s u ns ets, m o u nt ai ns , s p orti n g e v e nts, or  ot h er cr e ati v e b a c k gr o u n ds ar e 
dis c o ur a g e d .   

https://www.mtb.uscourts.gov/request-remote-appearance
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5.  T o all o w t h e C o urt s uffi ci e nt ti m e t o pr e p ar e a n d effi ci e ntl y m a n a g e it s d o c k et, 

t h e R e q u est f or R e m ot e A p p e ar a n c e f or m s h all b e s u b mitt e d t o t h e Cl er k of C o urt’s offi c e at 

l e ast t hr e e ( 3) b usi n ess d a ys pri or t o t h e h e ari n g .   

6.  U ntil f urt h er n oti c e,  all h e ari n gs or tri als i n t h e B utt e di vi si o n s h all b e c o n d u ct e d 

r e m ot el y, irr es p e cti v e of a n y p art y, c o u ns el or wit n ess es’ pr ef er e n c e b e c a u s e t h e s e c o n d fl o or i n 

t h e M a nsfi el d F e d er al B uil di n g is n ot a v ail a bl e as a r es ult of c o nstr u cti o n.   Alt er n ati v el y, if a 

p art y wit h a c as e p e n di n g i n t h e B utt e di vi si o n  c o nsi d ers it i m p er ati v e t h at a h e ari n g b e h el d i n a 

c o urt h o us e, t h e p art y m a y r e q u est a h e ari n g b e s et i n eit h er t h e Billi n gs, Gr e at F all s or Miss o ul a 

di vi si o ns c o nsist e nt wit h t h e t a bl e b el o w:  

   T e m p or ar y R e all o c ati o n of C o u nti es i n B utt e Di visi o n D uri n g C o urtr o o m U n a v ail a bilit y  

E xisti n g B utt e 
Di visi o n C o u nt y  

Mis s o ul a Di visi o n  
 

Gr e at F all s Di visi o n  
 

Billi n gs Di visi o n  
 
 

B e a v er h e a d   X    

Br o a d w at er    X   

D e er L o d g e   X    

J eff ers o n   X   

G all ati n    X  

Gr a nit e  X    

L e wis a n d Cl ar k   X   

M a dis o n    X  

P ar k    X  

P o w ell  X    

Sil v er B o w  X    

 
7.  U ntil f urt h er n oti c e , t h e U nit e d St at es Tr ust e e ( U S T) s h all n ot s c h e d ul e § 3 4 1  

m e eti n gs i n t h e C o urt h o us es, a n d s h all c o nti n u e t o pr o vi d e t h e Cl er k of C o urt's offi c e wit h a di al 

i n p h o n e n u m b er, a s p e cifi c ti m e t o c all i n f or e a c h c as e, a n d i nstr u cti o ns t h at t h e Cl er k of C o urt 
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s h all i n c or p or at e i nt o its offi ci al f or ms a n d n oti c e s f or m aili n g t o cr e dit ors.4  

8.  P arti es s h o ul d c o nti n u e t o w or k wit h e a c h ot h er, i d e ntif y t h os e f a ct u al i ss u es t h at 

r e q uir e a n e vi d e nti ar y h e ari n g, a n d sti p ul at e t o t h e f a cts t h at ar e n ot i n dis p ut e i n c o nj u n cti o n 

wit h fili n g t h eir wit n ess a n d e x hi bit list.   F urt h er, a n o p e ni n g r e m ar k b y eit h er or b ot h p arti es 

i d e ntif yi n g t h e l e g al i ss u e(s) t h at m ust b e a dj u di c at e d is e n c o ur a g e d.        

9.  T his Or d er s u p ers e d es G e n er al Or d er N os. 2 0 2 0 -4, 5, 6, a n d 9 .  

 
4  N ot hi n g i n t hi s Or d er pr e cl u d es t h e U S T fr o m a d o pti n g Z o o m, or s o m e ot h er r e m ot e 
a p p e ar a n c e m et h o d , s o l o n g as t h e i nf or m ati o n i s pr o vi d e d t o t h e Cl er k of C o urt f or i n cl usi o n i n 
a n y N oti c e of § 3 4 1 M e eti n g .   
 




